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A Message from Mrs McShane

One of the things that| value so much about the pupils at Cumnor Girlsis theirability to talk. Asyou
know, we have placed a great emphasis on oracy at the school, actively encouraging the girls to express
theirthoughts, ideas and feelings. The girls have opportunities to discuss in lessons, assemblies,
breaktimes and staff sit with the girls and chat with them at lunchtimes. This begins in Reception and
carrieson all the way through. The effect of thisis two-fold: firstly, the girls are very confident when
speakingtoanyadultin the school, this can be general chatterabouttheir day, what they are doing for
birthdays, seeingfamilyetcor, it can be that they needto expressaconcern or a worry. Whateverthe
subject, | know that the girls feel able to talk to any member of staff, this not only helpsthe girls to grow
as communicators butalso ensures that we maintain our strong sense of being a safe community. The
second benefitto ourculture of oracy isthat because the girls are enabled to bounce ideas around,
encouragedtoshare theiropinions andtojustify them, they are more able to write them down; because
inspeechtheyare less hindered to use creative vocabulary they are more likely to write it. Speech
comes before writingand varied speech leads to better writing—in all subjects. | am proud of the way
our girls present themselves whetherthey are in Reception orin Year Six and we will continue to build
on this as a key part of our teachingand learning. Thisis, afterall, not just somethingfortheirprimary
years, or theirseniorschool years, itis a life skill.

| am pleasedto say that the new coat in lost property has been claimed. The largersized coats that have
beenonorderfrom Perrysare due to be delivered very soon. If you have not got a school coat for your



daughter, please orderone as soon as possible. Too many girls are wearing arandom assortment of
coats.

Thank you for responding positively to the messaging about morning drop-off of children and also the
afternoon collections. It makes such adifference when everybody doesthe right thing.

We will soon be launching the parents’ evening appointments. We have made the decisionto keep
these on-line, although the guidance on eventsis beginning torelax, lamstill reluctantto have too
many people minglingin close proximity. The priority must remain on keeping our whole community
safe. We have listened to and taken note of feedback from parents and extended the form teachertime
from 10 to 15 minutes which should make the meeting feel less rushed and negate the need forafollow
up meeting. There will also be opportunity for Years 3, 4 and 5 to make appointments to speak with
specialiststaff as parentsin Years 4 and 5 in particular, may wish to discuss senior sch ool scholarship
potential. Due to possible numbers, these meetings will be 5minuteslong. Pleasebe prompttoany
scheduled meetings as the platformis quite brutal and will cut off at the end of the scheduled time.

“Yourvoice is the most potent magic in existence.”

Michael Bassey Johnson

Important Dates for your Diary




Saturday 22nd January Year 3.6 Cross Country League @@Woodcote High School
Wednesday 26th January Year 6 Hockey v Banstead Prep (2] 2 30pm

Twssday 15t February Year 5 trip
Year 5 Hockey v Seatan House (h) 2.30pm

| Wednexdey 2nd Felsrury | U11 Heckey [3) Aberdour
| Friclay 4th Fabruary | 154 U11 Nethall Tourmament

Monday 7th February Swimming gala UB-U11 & Sarstead Frep
[ e o M AN i)
| Wednasdey 9t february | Year 6 Hockey Tournament @Banstead Prep 1pm

4 30pm - Tpen Parents’ Evening anfine (detsils to follow)
Rescuption Fary Take Ball the

Thes 0th Fabruary Year 4 Hockey v Aberdowr [h) 3pm

| Mondey 14th February - Friday 18th February | Malf-Term
| Friday 25™ February | Charity Election Day
| Tuesday 15™ March | Pre-Prep Look a Learning
| Thursday 17 March | Prep Look st Learning
| Wednesday 23™ March | Reception and Year 1 Mothers' Day Cancert B.30am
| ‘r_d_lyl"lpdl | Ur'::k-.tn‘:"r Easter
.
Reminders.....

Extra Curriculum Activities - Cancellations

Please note that the following clubs are cancelled on Tuesday 25th January due to staff training:
Little Voices Choir-Year1 & 2

Computing & Coding Club - Year5 & 6

Please rememberto collect yourdaughter/s at normal time atthe end of the day or alternatively you
can book ASC through Cognita Connect.

Student Laptops - Years3 to 6

Windows 10 PCs often have system updates which we strongly advise performing due to the new
feature releases and security updates.

However, It’s recently come to the schools attention that some Students Laptops may be advertising the
opportunity to upgrade/update to Windows 11, which forthe time being, needs to be avoided.

It iscommon practice amongst pretty much all the worlds’ industries for these substantial system
updatesto be halted fora variety of reasons; and thisis no different.

Many thanks

IT Department



Absence Notifications

Please can we remind parents thatif your daughteris goingto be late/absent from school can you
please call the school office on 020 8668 0050 option 2 and/or email her Form Tutor and
admin.purley@cumnorhouse.com for each day of herabsence.

Late/ill - please inform us before 9.30am each day

Appointments/other - please inform us atleast 24 hours in advance where possible

This week at the Girls' School......
Swimming

Mr OB and Mrs Lewis were very proud of all the girlsin the Years 3-6 Swim Squad, who competed
against Downsend (Away) on Monday. Many of our swimmers took to the challenge of swimmingup a
yeargroup, impressively and worth a particular mention are all of Year 3, who swam against Downsend
Year 4, furthermore it was Abigail and Rianna’s first school gala. [t was a very loud and excited
environment with all the girls of all year groups supporting each other, unfortunately, we lost the gala
102 pointsto Downsend 138 points; however, itis safe to say fun was had by all!
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Year 4’s Sound Survey

Year 4’s topicfor Science this half termis ‘Sound’. FortheirScience lesson, Year4 went on a sound
survey around Cumnor Girls school grounds to see what they could hear. We spoke about what sounds
we could hear and why it may be differentin each areawe visited. When we were nearthe office we
could hear Mrs McShane typingon her key board, we could hear Mrs Kingteaching English in The Hive
and whenwe were outside on the playground, we could hear Mr OB talking aboutthe rules of hockey.
What sounds can you hear in different placesinyourhome?


mailto:admin.purley@cumnorhouse.com

Other News.....

Biathlon Championships



The PE departmentare delighted to announce that Arielle, Ellaand Fatima in Year 5 have all qualified for
the National Schools Biathlon Championships, run by Pentathlon GB. The event will be held in Bath
during the weekend of the 19th — 20th March. The girls will compete against othergirlsintheirage
group from around the country swimming 50m and running 800m. To qualify the girlstook partina
regional eventat Aldershot Garrison earlier this month.

your

voice
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Voice of the Parent

At CumnorHouse School, one of our key aimsisto ensure that our close partnerships with our families
remain strong throughout your child’s educational career. Having asolid understanding of your views on
the school, enables us to work togetherto ensure that Cumnor House is moving forward in the right
direction.

We are pleased toannounce the launch of our Annual Parent Survey which willbe senttoyou

on Tuesday 1st February 2021. We recognise that the lastacademicyear has been like no other, but we
believeitisimportantto reach outthrough our survey, to understand your views of how the school is
performing. Everyyear, youranswers help usto plan effectively and to make sure that we are placing
our energy and resourcesinthe right place to deliverthe besteducation foryourchild. Please dolook
out forthe email invitation arrivingin yourinbox. Please note if you have more than one child at

Cumnor House you will receive asurvey perchild - please complete youranswers based on each child's
experience of the school.

The survey will remain openuntil 21st February 2022.

New White Rose App for Key Stage 1

You may be aware that at Cumnor Girls we follow the White Rose curriculum for our Maths lessons. This
week, White Rose have introduced a new app called ‘1-Minute Maths’. This first version of the appis
aimed at Key Stage 1 pupils. Individual one-minute tasks willfocus on adding and subtracting —and on
‘Subitising’, the skill of instantly recognising the number of itemsin agroup without

counting. Multiplication and division will be added soon!

Your daughter can choose any topic they wantto try. They thenanswera unique series of questions (so
it'sa different set of questions every time). If they’re struggling with a question, a ‘Hint” button will give



a helpful clue by showingthe questionin adifferent but familiar way. When the one minute’s up, they’ll
see a feedback screentellingthem how they’vedone.

Thisapp iscompletely optional for parents to download onto atablet or device of their choice. Thisis
not a new platform for school and will only be used at home.

-minute

Next Thing Education - Tech Camp

Overthe February halfterm we are delighted to offeranotheractivity for pupils of Cumnor House
school aged between5and 11. NextThing Education will be runningaweeklongtech course where
children will coverall manner of things to do with coding, movie making, app design etc. All activities
that will give pupils agreater knowledge and understanding of technicaland logical skills. Thiscamp will
take place on the Girls’ School campus. Please see the attached flyerforfurtherinformation about how
to book.
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Year 3 & 4 Cricket Course

Purley CCare runninga beginner’s girls cricket course foryear 3 and 4 girlsforsixweeksona
Wednesday evening from 6-7pm at John Fisher School from February 23-March 30 inclusive. The costis
£30 (and thisfee would be discounted from a full cricket membership forany girlswho would like to
continue into the summer). The course is run by fully qualified coaches and no equipmentis needed.
Please see the attached flyer for contact details and contact Chris directly for more information or to

signup.

If you have any questions,or would like to discuss further, do please call me on 07802419090.

i HAPPY WEEKEN

BEGINNERS GIRLS
CRICKET AT PURLEY CC!

& WEEK BEGINNERS COURSE FOR GIRLS
CURRENTLY IN SCHOOL YEARS 3 & 4

WEDNESDAYS FROM 6-7PM
AT JOHN FISHER SCHOOL, PEAKS HILL,

PURLEY, CR83JF
23RD FEBRUARY-30TH MARCH
COST OF & WEEK COURSE - £30
**PRICE TO BE REFUNDED IF YOU SIGN UP
AS A PCC CRICKET MEMBER IN 2022**
NO EQUIPMENT NEEDED
IF INTERESTED, CONTACT CHRIS COOPER

07802419090
COOPSASSEYAHOO.CO.UK

Wishingyou a happy, warm and restful weekend.

Amanda McShane

Headmistress of Cumnor Girls
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