
 
 

Year 4 Learning Overview – Autumn Term 2 
 

English 
Text/Stimulus: Tar Beach  
Outcomes: Play script, character descriptions, book review, dialogue, retelling 
Skills: To place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals 
and in words with irregular plurals. 
To draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence.  
To organise paragraphs around a theme. 
To use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases 
To introduce fronted adverbials 
To use a comma after a fronted adverbial 
To practise comprehension skills 

Maths 
Addition and Subtraction 
To add and subtracts 1s, 10s, 100s and 1000s 
To add two 4-digit numbers- no exchange 
To add two 4-digit numbers- more than one exchange 
To subtract two 4-digit numbers- no exchange 
To subtract two 4-digit numbers- more than one exchange 
To use efficient subtraction strategies 
To estimate answers 
To use checking strategies 
Measurement 
Length and perimeter 

Science 
Sound 
Understand that sounds are made when objects vibrate 
Recognise that vibrations from sound travel through a medium to the ear 
Understand how the ear works 
Explore how to change the pitch and volume of sounds 

Drama Core physical movement skills. Drama skills – improvisation games 

French La Toussaint 
Diwali/Hallowe’en/Les Feux d’Artifice 
Je me present 
Ma nationalité 
Où habites-tu? Ma Ville  
L’Hiver et Le bonhomme de neige 
Noël 

Food Tech Understanding the importance of Breakfast 
Making healthy breakfast 
Making Christmas Biscuits 
Designing Breakfast Cereal box  
Skills: Weighing, mixing, kneading, moulding, shaping, cutting, layering and piping. 
Analysing food tasting with good sensory verbs, accurate measurement, cleaning, 
washing and drying. 



Humanities 
The Ancient Greeks 

To find out about Ancient Greek gods and goddesses and Greek myths. 
To learn how the Olympics have changed over time but how some features have 
remained the same. 
To grasp that much evidence comes from pottery and that many of the pictures 
they see in books are scenes from the sides of pots. 

Computing 
HTML editors 
To understand the history of the web 
To understand the language in which pages are written. 
To edit and write HTML 

Art 
Students will continue with the painting course that began in September. They will 
add to their knowledge of colour theory by discovering what happens when 
complimentary colours are placed next to one another. They will create an Henri 
Matisse inspired paper collage. 

Music 
Using voices expressively through singing rounds, part singing 
Playing tuned/un-tuned instruments to Pachelbel’s Canon 
Composing a ground bass and canon 
Preparing for the Christmas service 

PE 
Games- Netball 
Continue to develop an understanding of netball rules 
Warm ups focusing on use of space and ball handling skills 
Game Play – Full game play in preparation for House Netball  
Defending – Practices to work on defending space, a free player and a player in 
possession. Finding your player when play reverts  
Attacking - Using space to retain possession 
Game Play – Introduce full game play in preparation for House Netball 
 
P.E – Fitness: Exploring training techniques – Cardiovascular Fitness 
Continue to develop an understanding of how to keep the body fit and healthy 
Exposure to different training methods e.g. continue training 
 
Swimming 
Continue to develop good technique across all 4 strokes, using teaching practices 
or coaching drills when appropriate. 
Introduce elements of “Swim England’s Personal Survival Award Scheme” 

RE 
To understand the importance of rules within society by studying the ten 
commandments.  
To know some of the prominent stories within the bible. 
To know how Christian's view light and other symbols in preparation for 
Christmas.   

Spanish 
All about Spain 
Weather 
Nationalities 
Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 


