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Independent Preparatory School 
for Girls aged 2–11
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At Cumnor House, our aim is to prepare girls 
to achieve the best possible choice of senior 
school when they graduate at the end of Year 
6. Each girl is treated as an individual, with 
different strengths, aspirations and dreams.

Through outstanding teaching in a nurturing 
and caring environment, we ensure that 
our girls are brimming with confidence 
and enthusiasm. These characteristics are 
clearly visible during any visit to the school 
and prospective parents often comment 
on the positive attitude of the girls.

Our girls thrive in an environment where 
they can grow in self-confidence and 
experience a wide range of opportunities.

Our dedicated and passionate team of staff 
support the girls daily and encourage them 
to develop all their interests and talents, 
both within an extensive curriculum and 
through involvement in a wide range of 
extra-curricular clubs and activities.

The best way to find out more about what 
we do is to see us first hand by making an 
appointment  to visit the school during 
term time. We look forward to welcoming 
you and your daughter to Cumnor House.

Mrs Amanda McShane

Headmistress

Welcome from  
the Headmistress
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Start Your  
Cumnor House 
Journey at 
Nursery

‘ I am so glad that Cumnor House 
nursery was recommended to me.  

My daughter is thriving and happy. 
Her key worker is wonderful.  

Every day she comes home having 
learned something new’

(Nursery School Parent)

Our nursery offers a warm and 
caring environment to our pupils, 
each child is treated as an 
individual and learning is tailored 
to their needs and progress. As the 
years progress, focus shifts from 
learning through play to a more 
formal learning of reading, writing 
and early mathematics preparing 
the children for their transition 
from nursery to Reception.

Our approach to teaching and 
learning will give your child an 
excellent start to their education 
at a crucial stage. Our aim is to 
ensure that a firm foundation is laid 
to each child’s development and 
future learning; each child partakes 
in a curriculum of not only literacy 
and numeracy, but also specialist 
subjects such as music and sport.

Our nursery is available for children 
from the age of 2 until they enter 
Reception in the September 
following their 4th birthday.
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Term-time provision

Our Purley nursery is set in a  
quiet, private, leafy road and  
has a naturally homely feel. The 
nursery follows the school terms 
and is open from 8.00am – 3.00pm 
Monday to Friday. 

Year round provision

Our South Croydon nursery 
provides year round care and 
is open from 8.00am – 6.00pm 
Monday to Friday. The newly 
refurbished nursery is based within 
the Boys’ school playing fields and 
provides children with a state of 
the art environment in which to 
learn and play.
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Building on their nursery 
learning, children starting in 
Reception will enter into an 
enriching learning programme. 

The Reception classes at Cumnor 
House have their own dedicated 
team of teaching and support 
staff to ensure a nurturing and 
secure start to their education. 

In addition, to ensure a smooth 
transition from Nursery to school, 
there are a number of events in 
the year prior to joining, so that 
your daughter is familiar with the 
school environment and has the 
opportunity to meet peers and 
teachers prior to their first day.

Throughout the Pre-Prep years, 
the dedicated team of teachers 
focus on the core skills of reading, 
writing and mathematics, as well 
as identify talents and interests in 
other areas of learning; including 
music, art, ballet and swimming. 

With beautiful outdoor space, 
facilities and an enriching events 
and school trips programme, the 
children have many opportunities 
to enhance their learning, express 
themselves with confidence and 
embrace their individuality.

The genuine happiness of the 
girls at Cumnor House is palpable 
– evidence that they are not 
only learning well but forming 
friendships and experiencing 
a nurturing environment in 
which they can be themselves 
and perform at their best.

Reception  
and Pre-Prep

‘ The school has high expectations, my daughter 
always leaves school with a big smile on her face.’

(Pre-Prep School Parent)

Starting school represents 
a significant milestone in 
every child’s life. 
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At this stage in your 
daughter’s school 
career, there are many 
opportunities to discover 
where her own natural 
talents and abilities lie.

Prep  
School

‘Since joining in year 2, my daughter has matured 
in to an independent confident girl. The school 
have nurtured her strengths and have helped 
her blossom in to a well rounded child; fully 
prepared for her journey in to senior school.’

(Prep School Parent)

One of the many benefits of 
Cumnor House School is the 
specialist subject teachers that the 
girls have access to and are taught 
by from Year 3 onwards. While 
pupils still have their own form 
teacher for part of the curriculum, 
a range of subject specialists 
facilitate a more focused teaching 
on a range of subjects. The broad 
and balanced curriculum includes 
English, Science, Maths, History, 
Geography, French, ICT, Art and 
Design, Music, Food Technology as 
well as PE, Games and Swimming. 

Year after year Cumnor House has 
seen success for our pupils with 
scholarships and offers to top 
independent and grammar schools 
including: Caterham, Alleyns, 
Woldingham, Croydon High, Old 
Palace, JAGs and Wycombe Abbey. 

There is a close collaboration 
throughout the Prep years 
between the Headmistress, senior 
leadership team and parents to 
ensure your daughter is prepared 
for the Senior school of choice, 
be that in the independent 
or grammar sector. While all 
girls are prepared for entrance 
exams in Year 6, we work hard to 
ensure that exam stresses are 
minimised and girls maintain 
their confidence and positive 
demeanour gained at Cumnor.
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Sport Music  
and Drama

Sport

Sport at Cumnor House is an 
important part of  the curriculum 
and we have an impressive record 
of participation at regional and 
national school sports events.  We 
are proud of our dedicated sports 
staff who ensure that girls not only 
learn valuable lessons of teamwork 
and gain sporting skills, but also 
appreciate the healthy benefits of 
regular exercise. 

The sports curriculum includes 
netball, hockey, rounders, cross 
country, athletics, gymnastics and 
swimming and the girls take part in 
weekly competitive matches with 
other local prep schools.

Music

Music is an important part of life 
at Cumnor House. Our extensive 
peripatetic teaching team creates 
a balance between having fun 
musically and gaining the skills to 
develop musical abilities. 

Our funded music scheme from 
Year 3 enables the girls to enjoy 
free lessons, in strings and wind 
instruments. Whilst the team 
also offer regular paid tuition 
on piano, violin, cello, flute, 
clarinet, guitar and drums.  

The school choir, a chamber choir 
and several ensembles meet weekly 
and play concerts throughout the 
year within the local community.            

Drama

Drama is taught as part of the 
English curriculum and the girls 
are given many opportunities to 
develop skills through empathy 
and improvisation tasks, as well as 
reading and performing scripts.

Annual drama productions 
are an important part of the 
school year, and your daughter 
will have the chance to take 
part in plays, shows and other 
performances throughout her 
years at Cumnor House.



11



12

Extra-Curricular 
and Wrap 
Around Care

Minibus Routes

Cumnor House School currently 
operate minibuses to bring children 
to and from school on a daily basis. 
Our admissions team can advise 
you of the current route timetable.

Shuttle Minibus Services

Parents may drop off and pick up 
their children at either the Boys’ 
or the Girls’ School. The schools 
operate a shuttle bus service 
between them at the beginning 
and end of the school day. This is 
helpful to parents with children 
at both schools as they only need 
to stop at one location each day.

Breakfast Club and 
After School Club

Girls can come in for Breakfast 
Club from 7.30am and stay at After 
School Club until 6.00pm. If more 
convenient, they can use the Boys’ 
School After School Club too. There 
is an extra charge for this service.

Specialist Clubs

As well as the After School Club  
which caters for all children, 
there is a range of specialist clubs 
which run after school, many 
free of charge. Generally, when a 
specialist Club leader is external, 
payment will be required for the 
Club. The schedule changes on a 
termly basis, and usually includes 
dance (different styles), STEAM, 
chess, drama, gardening, tennis 
and even Latin to name a few.

At Cumnor House we offer 
a range of services to not 
only make parents’ lives 
easier, but to widen the 
extracurricular experiences 
enjoyed by the pupils.
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What  
Next?             

Meet with our admissions  
team, attend an Open  
Morning or book a personal 
tour. We look forward to 
welcoming you to our school. 
admissions@cumnorhouse.com
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Where to  
Find Us

By Train: 

Purley station has frequent trains 
from Victoria, East Croydon, 
Redhill and Caterham. 

By Bus: 

Bus routes which run close 
to the school includes: 

Route 127 - Carshalton and  
Purley station 
Route 463 - Wallington 
Route 434 - Woodmansterne, 
Kenley and Whyteleafe

Cumnor House School for 
Girls is situated in Woodcote 
Lane, Purley within the 
Webb Estate Conservation 
area – a peaceful, leafy 
environment of private roads.
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Cumnor House School for Girls 
1 Woodcote Lane, Purley 
Surrey CR8 3HB 
020 8660 3445 
admissions@cumnorhouse.com 
www.cumnorhouse.com


