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A Message from the Head of Nursery

Dear Parents 

I was delighted to hear of all the children's stories about playing in the snow following our closure 

last week. The tales included building snowmen, snowy dogs and even a cave in the garden. The 

team have been continuing with our termly topics and at time of writing we are preparing for World 

Book Day take 2! 

As part of our 'People who Help Us' topic, we would like to extend an invite to any parents, who 

would be able to speak with the children about their chosen career or profession.  If you would like 

to join in with the fun, please speak to your nursery site manager to arrange a date.  

Finally, the children have spent the week excitedly preparing for our Mother's Day event on Friday 

9th March, from 2pm - 3pm . We look forward to welcoming you all! 

Carole Finch 

Head of Nursery 

Reminder: If there are any further bookings for next term's tea time club please email: 

nursery@cumnorhouse.com 

Chestnuts Class 

In Chestnut class this week we have been

busy bees preparing our ‘Gruffalo display

board. The children have all been involved

painting trees for the deep dark wood and

getting their hands dirty sponge painting,

stamping and sticking feathers, glitter and

real porridge oats on to the different

characters within the story. Each child was

asked to describe what happened in the story

and which was their favourite part, then one

of their sentences was written down by a

teacher on Gruffalo themed paper. Each child

used their handwriting skills to either copy or
trace over their sentence. We are very proud

to show you the final result. Do come in to

class and take a walk in our deep dark wood!
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Chestnuts Class 

In our maths area this week, the children

have been practising their early maths skills

by counting objects and then using a number

line to identify the digit and write it down.

Using a Gruffalo themed work sheet each row

depicted a character or component shown in

the story. Each child was shown how to use

their magic counting finger (forefinger) to

touch and count how many pictures in each

row to find out how many altogether, the total

number. Using the number line as a guide for

how to form the digit.

Pines & Little Acorns 

Pines and Little Acorns have been developing

an understanding of building towers labelled

1- 10 by selecting the duplo blocks laid out in

a random order on the table, with support and

encouragement they have been working out

which number comes after or before each

number.

Pines & Little Acorns 

We have been busy continuing with our Gruffalo activities we have been making a different

character each week starting with the Mouse, fox and now owl. The children have used different

types of materials to decorate the body and wings as well as developing their scissor control.

They have also been using the dressing up to support their retelling of the story in the role play

area.



Silver Birches 

Today we had a wonderful opportunity to

bring snow into the room, the children

enjoyed exploring the textures and feels of

the snow and were using describing words.

They were enjoying making snowballs and

also making marks in the snow.

Silver Birches 

As part of our theme book the children have

been using masks from the book ‘The

Gruffalo’. Each child has had the opportunity

to explore the masks, wear them and also

pretend to be the characters. Some of the

children have remembered quotes from the

book and have also been reciting them.



able to use or begin to use the language of

size and also able to see if they could pick up

the different sized objects using the tweezers. 

Willows Class 

 In Willows Class, the Home Corner has been turned in to a police station. The children have

thoroughly enjoyed dressing up as police officers and pretending to solve mysteries. As part of

our topic 'People Who Help Us', Willows Class will be welcoming parents in to class to talk about

how they help people in their daily life.

Silver Birches 

This week we've been exploring the use of

tweezers and learning how to pick up

different sized objects. The children were




