A Message from the Head of Nursery
Dear Parents
I hope you all had a nice half term.
Over half term we had lots of wonderful activities at South Croydon. We would like to say a big
thank you to Mrs Luo and Mr and Mrs Shen for taking the time out of their busy working day,
to talk to the children about Chinese New Year. The children haven't stopped taking about it
since.
Our new book this term is The Gruffalo, please ask your key worker for a new copy of this
term's planning. Home learning sheets will be going out this week in the Willows and Chestnuts
rooms and our Library is now open for our Pines, Little Acorns and Silver Birches classes.

Parent's Evening
Dates will go on display on Monday - on a first come, first served basis.
Parent's Evenings will be held at the end of April/beginning of May - Unfortunately, we are unable
to offer any other dates or times.

Carole Finch
Head of Nursery

Reminder: As per our school policies, any child suffering from sickness or diarrhea, must be
absent from nursery for 48 hours from the last episode.

Thursday 1st March
Please dress your children up as their

favourite book character and there will be a
Best Dressed Prize for at each site.

Chestnuts Class

As a finale to our ‘ bear hunt’ theme the children in Chestnut class took part in a ‘ We’re going on
a bear hunt’ sensory obstacle course in bare feet!

With a drum beating and everyone joining in and chanting the now familiar repeated refrains
within the story, the children went under, over and through equipment. The obstacle course took
them through long wavy grass, a deep cold water, thick oozy mud, a deep dark forest, a swirling
whirling snowstorm arriving finally at a deep narrow cave!

The children absolutely loved this activity, role playing with enthusiasm the actions and
dramatizing the shock and horror in all the appropriate places.

Chestnuts Class

We had some special guests join us for a
‘teddy bears picnic’ in Chestnuts class to end
the half term. All the children brought their
favourite bear from home for a special party.
The children were very excited to show each
other their very sentimental and precious
bears. The children helped to lay out picnic
rugs, and a tea service for the teddy bears.
We sang teddy bear songs and the children
listened to teddy bear stories as they and
their teddies feasted on crackers and cheese,
jelly and fairy cakes. To end this celebration
we played a game of ‘musical teddies’ , when
the music stopped the last teddy to sit down
had to leave the game. The children and their
teddies without exception were great sports
and there were no tears. During outside play
everyone and their teddies joined in a game
of ‘What’s the time Mr Teddy’ to bring this
memorable afternoon to a close. But wait,

Pines & Little Acorns

We are happy to announce our little Cumnor
House Nursery Library has opened and we
have been very busy. The library is a way to
support our younger children in their home
learning, giving them the opportunity to enjoy
new books. Reading to children is so
important it help them develop their
communication, vocabulary and imagination.

who is this creature I see before me .... his
eyes are orange, his tongue is black he has
purple prickles all over his back! Watch this
space!

Pines & Little Acorns
Pines and Little Acorns children took a
stroll through the deep dark woods.....
we came across a Fox, Snake and the
GRUFFALO!! Have you guessed our book

theme this term, it’s “The Gruffalo” we have
lots of exciting learning and activities to go
with this theme.

Willow Class
We have started to read the book the
Gruffalo. We have enjoyed cutting and
colouring our favourite characters from the
Gruffalo. We also have been trying to find the
missing letters from the animals in the story.
Together we have been making our own
Gruffalo that will be up in the room for you all
to see.
At Home: Reading the story The Gruffalo at
home.

Willows Class

Last week we celebrated Chinese New
Year. We had parents come into visit us
and talk to us about Chinese New Year.
They brought in lots of things to show us
and taught us that this year is the Year of
the Dog.
Listening about Chinese new year
inspired us to make dragons. We also
enjoyed a meal for Chinese new year
and even tried to use chopsticks.

Silver Birches Class
The children had lots of fun exploring using
chopsticks to eat their Chinese style lunch.
After exploring using the chopsticks they
were given spoons and forks to eat their
lunch. The tables and surrounding areas
were decorated to make it a celebration
At Home: To encourage the children to try
different foods from around the world.

Silver Birches Class
One of our parents came in for Chinese new
year to share a story with the children at
circle time, they loved having one of our
parents in to share this experience and listen
to why Chinese New Year is celebrated.

Silver Birches Class
We had the numbers 1-10 in Chinese, using
powdered paint and chopsticks we
encouraged the children to try and draw their
own Chinese numbers. It was a great
experience for the children to explore
numbers in a different way.
At Home: To show the children pictures of
numbers from different languages.

Silver Birches Class
Today the children were exploring making
their own pancakes using the play-dough.
They even used the frying pans from the
home area to try and flip their pancakes and
catch them again. They were very good at
doing this and enjoyed this experience.
At Home: To enjoy helping to make pancake
batter at home.

