
Welcome to our fifth newsletter of the Autumn term and our final one before the half term begins.   Its been an exceptionally busy term across all our sites with so many activities taking place and successes along the way. We hope you have enjoyed the weekly updates from the staff and pupils at Cumnor House.  This week the Girls’ School and Nursery have been getting involved in ‘Harvest’ and understanding the meaning of giving and why it’s important. The children have been involved in harvest songs, assemblies and autumnal craft activities, some of which you can see in this newsletter.   Our next newsletter will be on the 3rd November after the half term, but in the meantime if you would like to keep in touch with what’s happening at the school please follow our Facebook and Twitter pages @WeAreCumnor.  As we approach half term, we wish you all a fantastic and safe break and look forward to seeing you all again on the 30th October.   Daniel Cummings Dina Mallett Carole Finch 
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Rasta Mouse—Michael De Souza 

 



 
Dear Parents,  
I cannot believe how quickly the last six weeks have passed and in turn how much has been achieved. The new Cumnor House Nursery has been completed with a fantastic 
launch day which was supported by so many.  
I have lost track of how many Headmaster’s visits I have attended, including Tonbridge, Dulwich College and Westminster. The choice of excellent destination school’s on offer to our boys is phe-nomenal. During the course of this half term I have thoroughly enjoyed greeting  so many parents and chil-
dren each day, and I look forward to continuing this after the half term break. 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the parents, staff and children that have supported 
me in my first half term and I look forward to many more. 
I hope you all have a fantastic half term break. Relax and enjoy the company of your amazing children. 
 
Dan Cummings 
Headmaster 

A Word from the Headmaster 
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BOyS 
SCHOOL NEWS 

Class 6B considered the following examples of teamwork for their assembly: 
- Animals working together for the greater good 
- How teamwork has shaped history 
- Sporting examples of togetherness 
- How we use teamwork in everyday life  
"Class 6B are not a team because they work together, but a team because they respect, trust and care for 
each other!"   

UNDERSTANDING TEAMWORK 
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BOyS 
SCHOOL  
NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

U11A THROUGH TO SURREY CUP SEMI FINALS 
On Monday evening, the U11A team beat Royal Russell 1-0 to advance to the last four teams in Sur-rey. Probably the scrappiest standard of football that the team have played this season but the boys got over the line thanks to a left footed strike from Kai-Reece. The boys now have a home tie in the semi-finals 
against Hoe Bridge or Lanesborough. Well done, boys! 

On Tuesday the Y1 boys went on their first trip of the year to 
Nower Wood. They had an exciting walk through the woods look-
ing for signs of the seasons, and made their own Stick Man and 
used them to create their own stories.  
Here is what some of the boys had to say: 
‘It was amazing. We looked at the animals. I was surprised that 
the animals were going to the logs!’ Max 1W 
‘My favourite part was when we were doing 
the hunting. Also I liked us going to make a 
Stick Man. I loved us looking at the foxes and 
the badger’s hole.’ Kanishk 1S 
‘I went to Nower Wood. I saw purple fungi that 
were eating the dead, very crunchy leaves. 
Then I saw sweet chestnuts.’ Liam 1T 

NOWER WOOD TRIP 
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BOyS 
SCHOOL NEWS 

On Wednesday morning a lady named Rachel came into school and put on two French plays. She let everyone join in with her plays. Her first play was 'Goldilocks and the three bears'. Rachel performed all the scenes of the play. The three bears were Zachary Bush 4S as daddy bear, Erakan Gaandan as mummy bear and Ales-
sandro Ovio as baby bear. Everyone enjoyed the play mostly because it was funny and interesting.  
Rachel's second play was 'The three little pigs'. In this play lots of boys got to join. The pigs were Humzah Khan, Jett and Jago Mascoll-Rouse. Jett had the house of straw, Jago had the house of brick and Humzah had the stick house. Everyone liked the play because it was very entertaining to watch. Both Year 3 and Year 4 
boys had an enjoyable morning putting their French knowledge to the test. It was a lot of fun! 

FRENCH THEATRE WORKSHOP 

On Thursday 5th October 2017 the boys of 7M presented their un-
derstanding of Black History to the school as an assembly. 
The main theme was “Positive Role Models” and the boys quizzed 
the audience on individuals like Dr Mae Jamison, Mary Seacole, 
Benjamin Zephaniah and Oprah Winfrey. In addition, we were all 
reminded that with the approach of Remembrance Day, the contri-
bution of Black and Asian forces in the wars, was not to be forgot-
ten.  Thank you to all the parents who attended and helped cele-
brate the boys’ efforts to show equality of all races. 
- Mrs E T Marange  

YEAR 7 ASSEMBLY: BLACK HISTORY MONTH 



MEDICS AND MEDICINES 
Dr Pasumarthy visited the Year 2 boys this week to tell them about her work as a doctor. She talked to the 
boys about ways to stay healthy and safe, and she showed them instruments that a doctor might use to help 
diagnose illnesses.   
Mrs Dungarwalla also came to school to talk to us about being a 
Pharmacist. She told us about her job, the different types of medi-
cines and how they are dispensed. We also learnt about how to 
use medicines safely. 
We were able to compare hospitals and medicines today with 
those in Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole’s time. 
- Mrs Curtis 
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BOyS 
SCHOOL  
NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

Thank you to all the boys and parents that supported our book fair. The boys had a wonderful time sharing and looking at a variety of books ranging from Lego, Beast Quest and traditional Roald Dahl stories. We sold £1,197.59 worth of books which gives us £658.55 to 
spend on books for the boys. 
 
Special thank you to Glenda Brightwell and Sharon Phil-
lips for their support running this event. 
- Sandra Nevill 

THANK YOU! 



 
CHS made their own history this October by celebrating their first BHM in style.  
‘IRIE’ TIME WITH RASTA MOUSE 
The Pre- Prep started their celebrations with a visit from author, Michael DeSouza. He had boys and staff talking with a Caribbean twang, as they acted out his Rasta mouse stories. He also tested everyone’s memory skills through reciting humorous poems with actions and then checked out our physical fitness through dance and exercise. The fun didn't stop there, as he then took the time to talk with every individual boy that bought a copy of his book and signed it for them. Some lucky boys in the prep school also got an opportunity to have a chat with him during their library lesson with Miss 
Lloyd. All the boys had a fantastic time and it really was "Irie!" 
TRADITIONAL DRESS 
On the 6th October some boys arrived in traditional dress, while others wore the colours of Black History Month and soon put on their tie dyed T-shirts. The boys had so much fun completing a variety of activities throughout the day. They looked at many iconic people from the past and present including local people, Samuel Coleridge Taylor and Wilfred Wood. International people, Barack Obama and Nelson Mandela and Famous women, Mary Seacole and Heather Small 
to name just a few.  
BEING MO FARAH 
The Prep boys came as wonderful Black History Month ambassadors to supported and encourage Year 1 and 2 in many activities, including running Mo Farah's 5,000 metres, where each class worked together to run 5,000 metres which meant each year group ran 15,000 metres, two distances Mo Farah is famous for running. The boys were each awarded a medal for all their hard work and had a great time learning about a famous Black British athlete, whilst also exploring 
ways to keep healthy. 
A REAL FEAST 
All the boys were treated to a real feast of African, Caribbean and Asian food sampling by the Parents Association. The PA had arranged for all the children to come to the dining room and sample a selection of food, free of charge. The boys were queuing right out into the playground to select their delicious treats of banana cake, ginger cake, plantain chips and much more. Many of the things were cooked and donated by parents and were displayed with cards confirming de-
tails, including the origin of the food.  
A special "Yummy" thank you to Simoine Morgan - Barnes, P.A. and parent helpers 
Lunch also had a Caribbean theme with coconut and bean soup, jerk chicken, fruity Jamaican curry, vegetable rotis, pep-per pot vegetables, fried bodi, sweet potato jackets and pineapple and cinnamon cake all on offer. A "deliciously" special 
thank you to Thomas Franks and all the kitchen staff for their support. 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
The author Cynthia Deluola, also came in to read the boys one of her stories about Ama, who is a young girl living in Brit-ain with African parents. Ama's experiences encouraged lots of the children to relate to the story, prompting them to 
share the nationality of their own parents and grandparents, which was lovely to hear. 
The boys experienced music and dance, cooking, Anki drive, bracelet making, bingo and much more all linked to famous African ,Caribbean and Asian people identifying lots of new role models that have contributed to the history of black peo-
ple within Britain and around the world. 
Reception  also joined in the celebrations with parent speakers, Mrs Tokan-Lawal and Mrs Camacho who share what life is like in Nigeria and Guyana. The children learnt a lot and Daniy modelled  the type of clothes that he would wear in Ni-
geria.  
The boys all had a fantastic time as there was something for everyone to meet the ethos of the day, improving their con-fidence and awareness and bringing the school and wider communities closer together. This is our first time celebrating this special event throughout the school. A huge thank you to everyone, but a special mention to Glenda Brightwell, 
Maureen Campbell-Watts, Maggie McGovern, Sharon Phillips and Gerry Waters for their extra hard work. 

        - Sandra Nevill 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS 
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BOyS 
SCHOOL  
NEWS (CONtiNUED) 
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BOyS  
SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS 
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Dear Parents 
We are halfway through the term already! In some ways, it feels like we have only 
just returned from the summer holidays, but when I look at the achievements of 
the girls since September, I cannot believe all that has been accomplished in just 
six weeks. 
I would like to say a huge thank you to you for your generous harvest donations to 
Purley Food Hub. I think that you will agree that our girls performed magnificently 
at the harvest festival making us all incredibly proud. 
Today the girls are enjoying their skipping training, which will culminate in a per-
formance this week- photos to follow in the next newsletter! 
As always, I would like to wish you a happy and safe half term; and remember the 
3 H’s (Headmistress’s Holiday Homework): 

- Run around in the fresh air 
- Eat vegetables 
- Read for Pleasure 

I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 30th October. 
Your sincerely 
Dina Mallett 
Headmistress  
 
REMINDER: Please can all girls wear their winter uniform after half term.          
This includes berets for all girls to be worn when they enter and leave school.  

A Word from the Headmistress 

giRLS 
SCHOOL 

NEWS 

Dina Mallett Headmistress  
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giRLS SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

 

YEAR 2’S RIGHT ANGLE MONSTERS  
Year 2 have been learning about angles this week in maths and have had great fun making right angle mon-
sters and going on a right angle hunt around the school. 
They have learnt all about the angle family and are even starting to recognise obtuse and acute angles! 
In the photos you can see a small selection of the many right angles we have found already in our class-
room.  
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Hello! Since we last introduced ourselves we have been completing on our online training to become qualified 
E-safety ambassadors. 
This week Tanaiya in 5CH has a message about cyberbullying.  
“Cyberbullying is when someone uses technology to bully someone. It often occurs through texting, email or 
through social media websites such as Facebook. Bullies can send hurtful messages to other children, post 
embarrassing pictures of their peers on social media, or send hateful email messages. It can be really upset-
ting when someone is cyberbullied. Cyber bullying can happen at any stage of your life and can happen to 
adults too. If you are cyberbullied never send anything back to the person and remember to tell an adult. You 
can always report bad behavior to the website or you may even involve the police.  
Remember to never give your password away, not even to a friend, as they could go into your account and do 
something upsetting or mean and you could get the blame as they have signed on as you.” 
 
Tanaiya’s top tips if you are being cyberbullied.  

Don't respond. If someone bullies you, remember that your reaction is usually ex-
actly what the bully wants.... 
 
Don't retaliate. ... 
 
Save the evidence. ... 
 
Talk to a trusted adult. ... 
 
Block the bully. ... 

DIGITAL LEADERS 

giRLS SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

BIATHOLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 
On Saturday 7th October, Matilda took part in the South Re-
gional Biathlon Championships held in Essex. First up she 
had her 800m run followed by her 50m swim. She per-
formed extremely well and bagged herself a bronze medal 
which was presented to her by Kate French, twice Olympian 
and World Champion. Matilda has qualified for the British 
Modern Biathlon Championship Finals in November and 
British Schools’ Modern Biathlon Championships held at 
Crystal Palace in March 2018. We wish her luck!  
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giRLS SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 

As part of Mrs Stoby-Cater’s Birthday Assembly some of the girls in Pre-prep and the Headmistress acted out Handa’s Surprise. They acted this story because we are going to celebrate harvest soon. Two girls (Maahi and Chloe) dressed up as Handa and Akeyo. We used the salt dough fruit made by Zaynab, Rachna and Hanna. Alyah, Savannah, Holly and Mrs Mallet acted very well as the animals in the story. Elizabeth was a brilliant nar-
rator. 

HANDA’S SURPRISE ASSEMBLY 

CROSS COUNTRY 
On Thursday 5th October the Year 5 Cross Country Team took part in the Croydon Schools 
Cross Country event. There were 37 schools which competed in this age category. The 
scores for the top four runners from each school are added together and ranked. We 
have been informed that the Cumnor Girls team has secured first place out of all of the 
other schools. A massive WELL DONE to all of the girls involved.  

NETBALLL 
 

 
 
 
 

Cumnor House U10A & U11A netball teams played Woodcote Primary school at home earlier this week. Both 
matches were incredibly nail biting and exciting. The U10A team managed to play confidently and secure a win 
(4-2). The goal scorers were Sahana and Penelope.  
The U11A team fought hard, Woodcote scored but they were matched by the Cumnor girls who equalled them. 
It was a close game, in the end the game was a draw (3-3). Goal scorers were Lianna and Eloane.  

EĞƚďĂůů�&ŝǆƚƵƌĞ WůĂǇĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DĂƚĐŚ 
hϵ��-�KůĚ�WĂůĂĐĞ �ǀĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ��ĂƌĂ�d 
hϭϬ��-�tŽŽĚĐŽƚĞ WĞŶĞůŽƉĞ 
hϭϭ��-�tŽŽĚĐŽƚĞ :ĂƐŵŝŶ 

GIRLS SPORT UPDATE 
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On Tuesday 10th October 21 girls from year 4,5 and 6 left school at 1pm to go to Woldingham School for the 
junior choir festival. 
We didn’t know what to expect, and first of all we were split into groups of 3 school (approximately 70 
children in a group) First of all we worked with a singing teacher learning a song called ‘I love the flowers’ 
and then singing it in canon and with extra harmonies. 

Then we did a kind of African chant which was using rhythm, pitch and movement. This was really fun! 
Then we did a rhythm clapping game when we rested our voices for 10 minutes before going up to another 
singing teacher who got us to work on our breathing by blowing bubbles through straws into our water 
bottles. 
After that we practised our choir song on the stage with the pianist before walking miles to the canteen 
where we had an enormous supper. The slices of gammon were bigger than my head! 
We then rushed back to the Millenium centre where we all sang our choir songs and then did some of the 
African chanting with all 170 children on stage. 
We had also learnt a song to sing as a massed choir called ‘O taste and see’ 
While this was going on the adjudicator was deciding which 2 choirs were the best and although we didn’t 
get 1st or 2nd we sang really well and confidently and our parents thought we were the best! 
It was a very worth-while visit and we had lots of fun. 
- Sephora Seaka  

CHAMBER CHOIR TRIP TO THE WOLDINGHAM JUNIOR CHOIR FESTIVAL 

giRLS SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 
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giRLS SCHOOL NEWS (CONtiNUED) 
AUTUMN IN RECEPTION 
dŚŝƐ�ǁĞĞŬ�ŝŶ�ZĞĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ��ƵƚƵŵŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂǀĞƐ�ĨĂůůŝŶŐ�ĚŽǁŶ͘�tĞ�ƉƌĂĐƟƐĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƐĐŝƐƐŽƌ ƐŬŝůůƐ�ďǇ�ĐƵƫŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ůĞĂǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϮϬ͘ dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞͲƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ŶƵŵŝĐŽŶ�ƉŝĞĐĞ͘ �-�DƌƐ�DĞĂƌŬůĞ 

During drama this week, Year 5 have began their jour-ney into the world of Shakespeare. They will be pre-senting their version of Macbeth in the Spring Term. To start their learning off with a bang, they participat-ed in a BBC Bitesize Live Lesson in conjunction with the RSC. Alongside a studio audience, they were guid-ed through extracts from Henry V, Macbeth and A Midsummer Nights Dream with a director from the RSC helping them decode Shakespeare's beautiful language, understand how direction of a play works and what choices can be made with characters and  how adding physicality to a scene can make it funny. The girls thoroughly enjoyed the lesson and are excited to discover more about Shakespeare and his plays! - Tamsine Kimber 

YEAR 5 JOURNEY INTO THE WORLD OF SHAKESPEARE 
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School’s and Nursery  Stars of the Week 
STARS OF THE WEEK ACHIEVEMENTS CLASS 
Aryan Ramaswami,  For always doing his best to be his best self and for 

treating others as he would like to be treated.  RC 
Shivam Rawal. For always being kind and helpful, and trying his best . RN 
Mustafa Dungarwalla. For his sensible attitude and for always trying his best.  2C 

Marcell Williams.  For trying really hard in his lessons.  1W 
Archie Phipps.  For always being his very best self.  1S 
Ayaan Haq.  For always being, kind, polite and sensible.  1T 
Danny Hasani-Guthrie. For always trying his best. 1T 
Zara A For beginning to work harder and more independently. RC 
Ishaan Bhat For always trying his best. 2G 

Joshua Ellis For being an excellent example to his class. 2S 
Kundai For her exceptional manners and always being incred-

ibly polite to adults and other children.  
2L 

Aaliya &Žƌ�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�'ĞŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŽŽƐͲŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĞŶƐŝďůĞ�ŵĞĂŶƐ ŽĨ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚƌĂǀĞůůŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ͘ 
1M 

Ella H &Žƌ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ďŽŶĚƐ͘ 
1SC 
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Dear Parents, 
It’s been a very busy time in the Nursery Rooms this week. 
The Pines and  Little Acorns have been exploring in the nature garden and found a frog. They gave the frog some water and talked about what noises the frog makes. We could see how his back legs were longer than his front legs so eventually he will be able to jump out of the tyre himself. Following this the children imitated jumping like a frog 
around the nature garden.  
The Chestnuts had a visit from Mrs Man to talk about Chinese mid-Autumn day. Where time is spent with families eating delicious food and traditional moon cake and make Chinese lanterns, usually in red as this is a lucky colour in China. The children practiced their scissor skills cutting straight lines along the paper to fold and make their own lan-
terns.  
 
A gentle reminder letters have gone out for parents evening, please remember to 
book your appointment with your Key Person.  
 
I wish you all a great and safe half term with your families.  
Kind regards, 
Issy Cheshire  

NURSERy 
NEWS 

From the Head of Nursery 

The children in Pines have been busy painting self portraits, they are stating to demonstrate a sense of self as individual and notice they might have different eyes or hair colour from their friends. We have also been talking about 
our families and who we live with at home.        

In music time we have been exploring and experiment-ing using musical instruments alongside the children’s favourites songs and rhythms. They have been listening to the different sounds creat-ed by banging, shaking and 
tapping.  
 

MUSIC TIME IN PINES SELF PORTRAITS 



T H E  T R U E  M A R K  O F  A  S C H O O L  I S  W H A T  L I E S  W I T H I N  
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Next Weeks Cumnor House Girls Calendar 
S A T  1 4 T H  
S U N  1 5 T H  

M O N  1 6 -
S U N  2 9 T H  

M O N  3 0 T H  
O C T  

T U E  3 1 S T  
O C T  

W E D  1 S T  
N O V  

T H U  2 N D  
N O V  

F R I  3 R D  
N O V  

 HALF TERM. School Recom-
mences. 

5CH and 4B 
Parents Even-
ing. 3.30pm. 

U10 A and U11 
Netball (H) 
against Lael-
ham Lea. 
5T and 4K 
Years 1-3 Par-
ents Evening. 
3.30pm. 
 

 Open Morning. 
9.30-11.30am. 
Parents Associ-
ation—Fireworks 
Display. 6.00-
8.00pm. 
 
 
 

Next Weeks Cumnor House Boys Calendar 
S A T  1 4 T H  
S U N  1 5 T H  

M O N  1 6 -
S U N  2 9 T H  

M O N  3 0 T H  
O C T  

T U E  3 1 S T  
O C T  

W E D  1 S T  
N O V  

T H U  2 N D  
N O V  

F R I  3 R D  
N O V  

Swim to Win—
Week 6. 9-1pm. 
 
 
 
 

HALF TERM. 
 

School Recom-
mences. 
 

U10 A,B,C,D&E 
Rokeby (H). 
2.30pm. 
U10 A,B,C,D 
Triangular v 
Parkside & Al-
dro. 2.30-
5.30pm. 

Parents’ Associ-
ation—Good as 
New Uniform 
Sale. 

U10 A,B,C,D,E 
v Rokeby (H). 
2.30pm. 
Swimming Ga-
la—Tonbridge 
School, Years 
5,6,7,8. 2pm. 
 
  

U8 A,B,C,D & E 
v Milbourne 
Lodge. 2.30-
4.00pm. 
Open Morning. 
9.30-11.30am. 
Parents Associ-
ation—Fireworks 
Display. 6.00-
8.00pm. 



T H E  T R U E  M A R K  O F  A  S C H O O L  I S  W H A T  L I E S  W I T H I N  

For regular updates follow us on social media or 
visit our website www.cumnorhouse.com  

Our Youtube channel is ‘Cumnor 
House School & Nursery’. 

Follow the Girls Sports Department on  
Twitter @Cumnor_Girls 

Follow the Girls Sports Department on Twitter 
@chsfixtures 

Follow us on Twitter @WeAreCumnor 


