
CUMNOR HOUSE SCHOOL

A few words from the Headmaster:

Last night I attended an excellent social event hosted by our Parents 

Association. It was in honour of two remarkable women, Mrs. Thomas 

who worked at Treetops Nursery, and my wife Mrs. Steadman. 

Tragically both lost battles with cancer in 2016, and last night was an 

opportunity for parents and staff to remember them. Though the two 

women never met they had one very strong thing in common, a 

passion for supporting all the children in their care. All the money 

raised last night will be donated to Cancer Research UK, a charity that 

continues to do remarkable things supporting so many people who 

have been affected by this terrible disease.

This academic year has been one of great change at Treetops Nursery. This week I have communicated 

with nursery parents and staff my vision for the two settings moving forward. From September 2017, 

Treetops Purley will be the setting for all children on term-time provision and Treetops South Croydon will 

continue to offer the choice of term-time or year-round provision. This will put us in the unique position of 

offering parents a choice of the type of setting for their child. As well as a re-build of the pavilion nursery 

and sports facilities, the bungalow will be refurbished over the summer of 2017. With these exciting 

changes I want our youngest children to have the best possible start to formal education.

Earlier this week I was invited to Whitgift School to meet Dr. Barnett and his team. They were all very 

complimentary about the Cumnor House boys who move on to their school. They also said that because 

of the wide range of activities we offer both in and outside the classroom, the ex Cumnor boys excel 

across the board once at Whitgift school.

Yesterday I met with representatives from the local residents association. They again asked me to remind 

all parents to park sensibly and respect our neighbours. Your support in this matter is very much 

appreciated.

Finally, with private school results now in, I would like to congratulate the boys for gaining some excellent 

offers. State school results are due on Wednesday 1st March. Please remember that I am available should 

you wish to discuss senior school choices.

                   Floyd Steadman
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U11 RUGBY TOUR TO ROME
During the Spring half term the Year 6 boys travelled to Italy for their annual rugby tour. On the first day 

the boys had the pleasure of attending the Ireland v Italy Six Nations game. This was an outstanding 

experience, soaking up the atmosphere of an International fixture. The Stadio Olympico is one of the most 

famous stadiums in Europe and it did not disappoint. 

On the second day we were invited to a prestigious U12 tournament in Rome, where teams from all over 

the country attended. 16 teams attended and ages ranged between 10 and 13. Cumnor were outstanding in 

defence and managed to come second in their group due to their outstanding defensive effort. Asher 

Agbinone, MJ Olaniyan and Captain, Gabriel Akomeah were outstanding throughout the day. Cumnor 

finished 8th out of 16, which is an exceptional effort against boys nearly 2 years older than them. 

Day three was the trip to the Colosseum and it was a sight to behold. As soon as Mr Battams stopped 

talking about the Gladiator movie the boys began to learn some true facts in relation to the history of one 

of the ‘seven wonders of the world’. In the afternoon the boys attended Gladiator training where they 

became warriors for the afternoon. After a technical warm up, the gauntlet was set in a one-on-one 

gladiator tournament. Some very entertaining fights, especially when MJ forgot his technical form and 

went in swinging. Asher took the overall prize narrowly defeating Olly Springett in the final battle. 

On day four the group headed out to a high ropes course. The course was amazing and all the boys enjoyed 

swinging from tree to tree. Some boys had to conquer some real fears whilst up so high but it was great to 

see every boy give it a go and complete the course. I was especially pleased with the team work and 

positive comments all boys were giving each other. 

In the evening we attended our final fixture against Arvalia Villa Pamphili. This club were outstanding 

hosts and played the game in the spirit of how it should be played. Regardless of the result the opposition 

were always smiling and relished the opportunity to face an English opposition. Cumnor won this final 

game, however, I was more pleased with the bond the two teams made during the post match teas. 

Overall this was a very enjoyable tour and the boys behaved impeccably. Some very important life lessons 

were learnt on this trip and I am certain the U11s will take a great deal away from their visit to Rome.  

Thank you to the parents and staff that made this trip possible and we will definitely be looking at running 

this trip again in the future. 

Mr Gray
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Bronze House Music Competition Final

Thursday 23rd February 2017

As Storm Doris brewed outside, with the wind howling and the rain coming down, boys at Cumnor House 

School gathered to hear the finalists of the Bronze category of this year’s House Music Competition. 

Having heard hundreds of entries, the music staff had chosen 47 boys to be finalists. These 47 boys had 

already achieved great things by being picked to play in the final! The judging panel was made up of Miss 

Secker, Mrs Poole and two pupils; Ethan Spoerer-Scott and Freddie Fulham. They had the incredibly tricky 

challenge of choosing the outstanding performers.

As a new member of staff at Cumnor House School this year, I was very impressed with the broad 

spectrum of genres, instruments and styles of performances and the way that all types of musical 

performance were given equal footing in this well-organized event. For nearly three hours, a changing 

audience listened with attention and respect to their fellow pupils perform. Every single performer did 

himself proud and performed to an excellent standard which made the judges’ decisions all the harder.

After the final performer had played, the judges retired to the library to discuss the results. Amazingly, 

there was a unanimous vote for who should get first prize! All the judges agreed that Gabriel Romano (6B) 

deserved first place for his moving rendition of Famous by Nathan Sykes. Gabriel bravely decided to sing 

acapella (without accompaniment). His performance had the audience in the palm of his hand and drew 

everyone in to listen carefully to his sensitive singing. Most impressive, especially considering that Gabriel 

doesn’t actually have singing lessons! In joint second place were Jamie Jones (piano) and Moses Ihasuyi 

(drums). Third position was also joint between Vishaagan Vanigasooriar (piano), Patrick Armitage (cello) 

and Lucas Wan (piano). Certificates of Recognition were awarded to Alyaan Khan (piano), Oscar Brown 

(saxophone), Jonathon Dolby (piano), Alex Tollit (singing) and Daniel Dunnigan (rap). Daniel Dunnigan 

deserves a special mention as he not only performed a rap, but he was also the composer of the piece!

I would like to offer huge congratulations to all the prize-winners but also to every single performer. 

I thoroughly enjoyed judging and look forward to hearing much more fantastic music-making at Cumnor 

House School.

Lucy Poole

House Music Competition - Bronze ClassWinners



4S ASSEMBLY
4S had their 'Digital Technology' assembly on Thursday 9 February. It was dark in the hall, with pink 

lights. Daniel, Freddy, Srikar and Jenagan brought their gadgets in. At first, we had some volunteers to play 

with the different gadgets. Max then hosted the game show 'Who wants to be a Millionaire,' unfortunately 

nobody won the game, however, it was an assembly enjoyed by all. Well done boys!

                         Miss Siva

4

Our science club members undertook 

the delicious task of making butter 

this week. They investigated the 

effect of temperature on the separation 

of double cream. After predictions 

and a group effort to shake containers, 

room temperature proved the best.

      Mrs Whiskey
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EVENTS  FOR WEEK BEGINNING 27 FEBRUARY 2017

Monday 

27 February 

Tuesday

28 February

Wednesday

1 March

Thursday

2 March

Friday

3 March

RG and RN 

Progress Meeting

1.30 - 4.00 p.m.

Dubai Cricket 

Tour Training

4.00 - 5.00 pm

House Music 

Competition

(Silver & Gold)

U10 A - E 

v Shrewsbury 

House (H)  

1.30 - 4.00 p.m.

U11 A, B & C         

v Downsend (H)

2.30 - 4.00 p.m.

Reception 

Progress Meeting

5.00 - 6.30 p.m.

4B Progress Meeting 

5.30 - 8.00 p.m.

Year 5 - 6 

Cross Country Event 

@ Epsom College

12.30 - 4.30 p.m.

U11 A @ Aldro 7s

12.30 - 5.00 p.m.

RC Progress 

Meeting

1.30 - 4.00 p.m.

U12 A & B

 v Downsend (H)

1.30 - 4.00 p.m.

U13 A & B 

v Downsend (A)

1.30 - 5.00 p.m.

WORLD

 BOOK DAY

3F Assembly 

(Parents Welcome)

8.30 a.m.

U9 A, B & C 

v Aberdour (H)

2.30 - 4.00 pm

U10 A - D 

v Downsend (H)

4.00 - 5.30 p.m.

4T Progress 

Meeting 

5.30 - 8.00 p.m.

U11 CLFS 7s' 

Tournament 

1.30 p.m.

U8 A - E 

v Milbourne 

Lodge (H)

2.30 p.m.

WORLD BOOK DAY

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Danes  Dillen Patel-Ramcharran   6V

Normans  Ovie Whiskey     7M

Romans  Shakeel Alidina   5G

Ethan Spoerer-Scott   5G

Saxons  Reggie Rose     7M

NEXT THURSDAY - 2 MARCH

COME TO SCHOOL DRESSED 

AS A CHARACTER  FROM 

FANTASY OR FAIRY TALE!




